








:. Daniel SchoiT wnfl at n corner 
Uable in the bar of the Pittaburprh 
Jlilton the other night, 'carefully 
Ripping A. drink And talking with A'* 
kind of R/id pasMion about Picnard 
IlcJmg and the CIA.;, . 

"The Inst lime I snw Iilm,” the for- 
mer CBSTV reporlcr said,* “was on the 
Fourth of July. Thero was a fireworks 
show at Mount Vernon College, and we 
went there and ran into Dick and Cyn-, 
thin Helms. Wc exchanged the u.sUal po- 
lite hellos, and then he said, Thope- 
you’re doing n .book.’ I said, ‘Actually,; 
Jl’s done,” , ' 

helms stopped, a.s If wanting to 
krtow what Schorr had doiV to him In the •' 
book,, “Clearing the Air/ a superb ac- 
count^ of .Schorr’5 reporting .activities. ; 
during tbe Watergate period and it’s 
aftermath. ■: ' •’ ' 

"i know you have your troubles 
right now, Dick,” Schorr remembers" 
saying. “But I’ve just recounted"; past ' 
events; ’ There is • more trouble In Tny'^ 
book for people like- Bill'Paley.'tlian forv. 
ptoiplcf likc you.’'*'- 

Helms smiled aiul said! ‘‘.Tbal’^.'»broW' 
best news I’ve had this week.” 



.• Helms got cvfcn heller news n few 
days ago. Jn a deal approved by the 
Wliilc . House, Helms was allowed to 
plead ho contest to a nil.sdcmcnnor, in- 
stead bf risking fall’ oh a perjury rap 
for l.ylng to n congrcs.sloiinl committee 
about CIA ncllvitles In Chile. Jimmy, 
carter’s 'adtcplnucc Speech pledge — 
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that big-shot crook.S would not' go free 
while poor ones went do jail -— lay Jn 
jruiris.-And the deaUwas made worse by 
iAtlorney General Griffin Bell’s extrnor-’ 
dinary statement that “only the weiI-(o- 
jdo go to prison.’’ • ’ ; . 

, SchoiT: was in Pillsbvirgh. n).V day,, 
promoting his bpok^ and tjie Helms deal 
.canie up in a mimbef . of interviews. As 
'a reporter) Schorr had broken the story- 
pD vthe.-^ClA?s.dnvolvemont..ini assafesinar 
ojioii'- plots .against forei^^my 
(based oii an inadvertent leak by Fresi- 



• dent Ford 'himself), that- had . forced I 
Helms to return to 'Washington fvbm . 
Iran to .testify before Iho . Rockefeller 
jcbmmi.ssidn in Aprlh 1975.' Schorr was • 
,ohe of llie reporters wnlUng for) Helms* 
outside nockcfollor’s office, and ns .lh'c 
former CIA cliicf, and then ambns.sa- 
dor to Iran, emerged, Schoit offered his 
hand In greeting. ' ^ * ■ 

"You son of n bitch!” Helms raged, 
“You killcrl You ~! Killer Schorr — 
that’s what they ought to call youl” ' 

I X' The . reporters were ; appalled . and . 
took Helms to another room, where he 
'said essentinliy,. the same.: things, • In 
,morc moderate language,, before the TV. 

. cameras. .When he left, Schorr followed- 
him • down^ the hall. “.Mn ; Holms,” -die. . 
shouted,, .‘‘there ; are things you - just - • 
don’t know.’^ Helms stopped. ^ former '• 
UP! reporter-, and/ big-time •s.pY/'does not .v 
like to think there are things, he does*, 
n’t know. "". 7 , ,-r ■ 

• Schorr then explhlned to Helms .that 
.Ford had been the source for .the. assas-.., 
sinalion-i .story.. Helms . - calmed down,' ... 
. apologized for the names ..he'ihad called. .. 
jSchovT,d/5ld himJ)e>hnd> alwa^Nstadmirodjj. 

r c nipr,th 1 11 fVf.t ( d/?;,} 0?.p.lj\i ay 

the as.^assination bi’o.ad.cast. .had iDeeu 



. "loo much” for him. 'I'boy .shook hand.s, 
the quarrel over. Now Helms is out of 
the government and Schorr Is gone , . 
from CBS and there arc only the.se Jit-!. 
Ho legal dcni.s left lo bring an end to' 
(hat era. ' ^ 

"Actually, 1 tlimi/dit It wa.s nn ele- 
gant solution.” Schorr .said of the Helms 
deal. "I was afraid llicy would let him . 
go seot-free. That would have been 

• inelegant. But (hi.s was one of those.; 
damned-if-you-do, damned-jf-you^don’t 
problems. What they worked out was in 
perfect bureaucratic solution, and IhaCs.j 
the kind of elegance I mean. They pve-,, 

•Served the principle (hat lhc.se people 
nvc accountable for Iheir action.s. , JuV/i* 
ij-ice is at least symbolically served. You' ' 
.really do have a feeling that it’s nnfair 

• .to’ hang a guy Jn 1977 for thing.? (hat 
i-were perfec’Jh'* alright in 1955 or 1903* .*• )•' 
;f ='"Slill,‘ TP you do somelhing Ihai’S* 
Ttgainst the law, there ha.s lo be xsome.,. 
jway to deal with it. Sccrcl.s are secrets,, 
iand there is a need for national .‘jecuri-- 
.ly.- But: there was no way that Helm.s 
benefited personally from the things he' 
might have done. It was eas,v lor.hipi to, 
iic. That was what lie had alway.? Oone/, 
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In a way, Jiis whole life l)atl been lived 
as a kind of lie. So you do liavc lo sec it 
from liis point of view.” 

Schorr's own troubles, which culmh. 
nated in liis suspension from CBS after 
he gave (he Village Voice a copy of a 
congressional report, seenv clearly/ be* 
liind him now. 

A Swinging Pcnduhimr ' 

“In (his country there is always' a. 
pendulum swinging between 'the need 
for disclosure and the need for f|at|bnal 
security,” he said. “I was there^and I 
stood there as the p^nduluni'y s\vung 
back from disclosure, and I got jcnocked 
down by the pendulum. ' ■ 

Helms also was hit by that pendu- 
lum, when if was swinging in the other 
direction. “Helms was CIA at its most 
cloak-and-dagger, its most arrogant, its' 
most dedicated, its most insane,” Schorr 
said. “But almost everything he did had 
the approval of every President froni 
Eise)ihower lo Nixon.” • - 

Schorr remembered what Helms 
had said after visiting Nixon and get- 
ting the orders to deal with Salvador 
Allende in Chile. “He said, ‘I \yalked 
out of Nixon’s office with a marshal’s 
baton in my knapsack.’ In that sense. 
Helms was very much a symbol of his 
times, .'Vnd that time is dead.” , . 

Tliere were probably grave dangers 
built into the CIA from its inception, 
Schorr said, when Bill Donovan was 
running the Office of Strategic Services 
and was forced to recruit academics for 
so many specialized tasks. Including 
clandestine operations, 

“lauked Sense of liimltuUoiis” /’ / • 
“They wore exhilarated by that. kind 
of work,” Schorr slad. “But. they Jacked^ 
any sense of II mi (alions.t That's how -’the. 
LSI) tests l)appeued. They hoar(|. that' 
tlie Hossians had bought up all supplies 
of L.SD and tJiey warned to know why, 
'i'iiis wa.s at a li)ne when they were puz- 
zled by tlie defectors in ICorqu, the 
heliavior of people at some show tridls 
In Mo.sco^ So thei r mission was to dis- 



cover wliellicr it was po;;sible to alter • 
behavior in any predictable way. The 
’scientists, ' of course, said that if you 
were to have an accurate test, people 
could not know, because tlie power of 
suggestion miglit alter the results. And 

• so they decided tl)at whatever if takes, 
you do. And we know what happened.” 

Schorr sipped his drink. .“There was 
an understapding that they could do 
anything they wanted to do. The con; 
'gressional oversight commitloe ‘was a 
joke./So they became people with a 
sense of mission but without a sense of 
limits.’* . . " V ‘ 

‘L'l He doesn’t think that the CIA or the. 
FBI will soon return to the freewheel- 
ing* habits of the past, because they 
have come to understand that sooner or 
later, in this democracy, dark deeds will 
leak. And, dispute the abuses, Schorr 
thinks that it’s necessary to have an 
operation arm of the CIA, first to 
dispense 'money to various friendly 
groups, second to have the capability ot ' 
intervention, “short of war.”- ? . • ] /• 

on the Wrong Side’* ‘ ' ' 

• VTh'e terrible thing is that most of 
those operations are always on the 
wrong side,” he said.' “Why always fas-^ 
cists? .I think that it has something to 
db 'with' the way the CIA perceives, it- 

' sejf. It calls itself the Company. Friend- 
ly nations-^ are ‘accounts.’ Spies are cull- 
ed ‘assets/. It Identifies with American 
, business conglomerates. It opposes 
nationulization. Business is afraid of. 
instability, so • it supports military 
rulers. .Left wing goveriimcnls do un- 
predictable things.” ... 

■ ’ The waller pvought ' the chock.; 
Schorr hud tq colch an early plane for 
Boston. “Rdmenibor wljcn John. 

McCone, former director of CIA, wont | 
to the CIA, and offered them $1.2 mil- > 
ilotr to use uguinsl Aliendo? That was - 
typical. The OJA turned iiim down, but, 
this was the same com|)imy (ITT) that , 
was going to finance Iho Uopublican ‘ 
convention .In San Diego for another;'; 
million. It’s part of the .same altitude. AV 
. wqrld where you buy your way. After 
all^ If you cun rent an ugeiicy, wby 
Ctm’t you rent a president?” ^ 



